The in vitro activity of 16 Among the small number of strains resistant to second-line agents, low resistant levels were observed. Restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis showed few strain clusters with resistance to first-line antituberculous drugs and aminoglycosides, fiuoroquinolones, or both. Altogether, these results showed that second-line agents were still active against the isoniazid-resistant and multiply first-line resistant strains tested, with none or low resistance levels; these observations can be of importance for the treatment of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis in Italy.
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RESULTS

Antimicrobial susceptibility
The susceptibility pattern of 46 MTB strains to all drugs tested is shown in Fig. 1 
